"This silence, however," says he, "does not surprise me, for the fluid to which I have given the name of ccphalo-rachidien has always met with a singular fortune; everybody has seen it, it is impossible to open the skull without its flowing away under the eyes of the anatomist: it has served more than one as the basis of ingenious hypotheses, but nevertheless no one has yet devoted to it that serious attention which it deserves. Most medical men still regard it as a morbid product, while it is in reality one of the physiological conditions of life in man and in many animals.
" My intention, in choosing it as the subject of a special work, has been to place the fact of its normal existence beyond doubt, and to secure for it among the elements of the organism, that place which ought to be allotted to it." (Preface.) M. Magendie appears to us to have greatly overstated the neglect with which his discovery has been treated. Before the publication indeed of his first paper in the Journal de Physiologie for 1825, the observations of Cotugno relative to the existence of a fluid after death in the cavities of the brain and spinal canal had been forgotten, and the fluid of the ventricles was generally regarded as the result of a morbid process. M. Magendie, to whom the investigations of Cotugno were at that time unknown, ascertained the normal existence of this fluid during life 
